
Manhattan Maps
History of the City’s Street System 



British 
Headquarters Map  
1782

• This map, drawn by British military cartographers toward 
the end of the American Revolution, shows the farms, 
country roads, isolated homesteads, fortifications, and the 
“town of New York” (in pink blocks on the left) in 1782 or 
1783, but it is most precious as a record of the varied 
geography of the island.



96th St. to 115th St.



The 
Commissioners’ 
Plan of 1811

The 1811 Commissioners plan mapped the grid system north of North Street 
(now known as East Houston Street).

• The avenues were mapped at a width of 100 feet and the streets were 
mapped at a width of 60 feet, except for main cross streets (14th, 23rd, 
34th 42nd, 57th, 72nd, 79th, 86th, 96th, 106th, 116th, 125th, 135th, 145th 
and 155th Streets) which where mapped at a width of 100 feet. Each 
block was mapped with the dimension of 200 feet by 800 feet. Since the 
1811 Commissioners’ Map there have been over 3000 alteration maps 
legally adopted by the City of New York for the Borough of Manhattan, 
affecting various parts of the borough, but all based on the original map.







Randel Composite map 







Viele Map 1865
Egbert Ludovicus Viele

• (June 17, 1825 – April 22, 1902) was a civil 
engineer and United States Representative from 
New York from 1885 to 1887, as well as an 
officer in the Union army during the American 
Civil War.











Robinson Map from 1885
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