
Dues Reminder
If you have not yet paid your dues, act now to support our pro-
grams including…  

an unbeatable bargain 
-

den painting and spring and summer 
plantings

newly redesigned website (www.west-

with local news and perspectives un-
available from any other source.

To learn more about our benefits--including our local garage discounts--log 
onto our website (www.west104blockassocation.com), where you can pay 
your dues using PayPal. If you prefer, you can simply fill out the dues slip on 
the back of this newsletter. All amounts are helpful and appreciated.  

West 104th Street
BLOCK ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER                         

Bringing Oslo to Broadway

D -
rently featured in the ensemble of Oslo, the critically acclaimed, 

peace accords. The play goes behind the scenes to explore the roles that 
Terje Rod Larsen, a social scientist, and his wife Mona Juul, a career 
diplomat, played in unofficially bringing the negotiations about. The play 

production is currently scheduled to run through June 18. Joyce Mann 

the play.  

Did you know much about the Oslo accords before being cast in the play?  Did 
you do any research?

-
ny—a lot of time around the table digging into the history. Terje Rod 

Lmoderate temperatures, blooming flowers, song birds, 
river breezes, budding trees, and early morning sun-

offering the opportunity to rent a of ten-foot vendor space at 
October 14.  

collections, histories, biographies, memoirs, art volumes, at-
lases, dictionaries, and other intellectual nourishment for the 

-
-

offer the foragers who eagerly dig through the clutter at the 

A brigade of residents are poised for the announcement 
that launches the charge for the limited number of ten-foot 
vendor spaces, where they can sell treasures retrieved from 

-
-

-

and a variety of merchandise. 
-

rive, as sure as the robins of spring.      

continued on page 3

SPOTLIGHT Save the Date! The 28th Annual 
Yard Sale Is Coming

Actor Dan Jenkins on Staging, Accents and Playing a Real Person



W 104 ST BLOCK ASSN FINANCIAL REPORT
 

Opening Balance   $28,239.74
 

 Dues     995.00
Tote Bags 140.00
Caps 150.00 
 Total    +1285.00   
 

 Guard service  4603.15
Beautification  5721.47
Caps  327.50
Website Fees  194.95
 Total    -3,522.32  
 

895 WEA      212.866.3556
320 RSD      212.932.9082
905 WEA     212.864.1011

        315 RSD  212.794.2288
 

304 W 104 
  315 RSD  212.864.5663

315 RSD 
  895 WEA  212.316.1644

  315 RSD  212.866.5569
  320 RSD  212.316.6112
  309 W 104  212.721.6341
  309 W 104  212.721.6341

  315 RSD  212.666.3129
  315 RSD  212.865.4579

  315 RSD  212.866.6732
  895 WEA  212.749.0085
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Where on our block? 
The first person to 
send Mary Koval 
(mtkoval@aol.com) 
the correct location 
of this architectural 
detail will win one of 
the West 104th Street 
Block Association’s 
new totes! 

Jesse I Berger, MBA 
Licensed Associate Real Estate Broker 
The Lower-Stress Broker sm 

1995 Broadway, 4th Floor 
New York, NY  10023 
646.505.6992   e-fax: 646.497.5145 
JIBERGER@elliman.com 
www.elliman.com 

We fully support Fair Housing, both in the spirit and the letter of the law. 



OSLO SPOTLIGHT, continued from page 1

SPOTLIGHT

You play two roles—a Swedish diplomat and an Is-
raeli professor.  When preparing to play a real person, 
does your methodology as an actor change? Did any-
one in the cast make contact with their counterparts?

am just a bit more sensitive to what is respectful. 
There were a couple of people who reached out 
to their real counterparts. I mentioned that Terje 
was around, but his wife, Mona, was not and is 

character who has passed away and one who’s 
alive, but is very busy with international affairs, 
and I decided not to reach out to him.  Also, 

circumstances within the play are more useful 
to me as a performer than trying to re-create someone’s persona. 

How did you and other cast members master the various accents required? 

Many of the actors sit off-stage, but in full view of the audience, during 
much of the play. Was that the playwright’s choice or the director’s? 
The director chose that approach. It gives a sense of watching or 

What is the difference between playing on a thrust stage like the Beaumont 
vs. a traditional Broadway proscenium arch space?  Would Oslo have 
changed much had it been done on a traditional stage, do you think?  

private conversation that was being had about the issues.  Many people in 
the audience feel strongly about the people and issues raised, and they are 
included in this space in a way that they couldn’t be in a proscenium.

As an actor, what do you do internally during that time of sitting and 
watching?

is different for every actor.  For me, it is a challenge that I truly enjoy. 
The character’s internal life is simply there, and my job is just to listen.

One of your roles requires a wig and there is at least one very quick cos-
tume change. Do you have dressers to help you backstage?

As an actor, what adjustments did you need to make in playing on a 
much larger stage and bigger auditorium?

-
sionate expression, and as an actor it is an adjustment, but a joyous 

What are the hardest scenes to perform in the play, in your opinion?

-

engaged, but not fatigued, by the crazy twists and turns in the story.

What do you hope people take away from the play?

then ponder how people on diametrically opposed sides of an issue 
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SUBA PHARMACY COMPOUNDING & NUTRITION CENTER
BASHIR A. SUBA RPh

2721 BROADWAY * NEW YORK,NY 10025 
Ph: 212.866.6700 * Fax: 212.866.7129

Email: subapharm@yahoo.com

COMMONLY REQUESTED 
COMPOUNDING IDEAS

• Boric Acid Suppositories 

• Hydrocortisone Suppositories

• Ibuprofen Suppositories 100mg / 
200mg

• Progesterone Suppositories

• Hyaloronic Suppositories for 
vaginal dryness

• Hormone Creams for men and 
women

• Pain Creams 

• Nipple Ointment for 
breastfeeding 

• Hydroquinone 6% Fading Cream

• T3 - T4 Thyroid Hormone 
Capsules

• Nitroglycerin .2% Ointment for 
Anal Fissure

• Nifedipine 2% Ointment

• Diltiazem 2% Ointment

***Topical  Creams (in Lipoderm Base) for nausea, 
vomiting, pain, fever for adults and children

We can formulate or reduce dosages on commercially 
available tablets or capsules.

We can add different flavors to medication.
Customized Medication for your pets.



Association’s annual 
Member Meeting was held on 

-

and board members gathered 

neighborhood concerns. 

historic preservation issues. 

the preservation movement 
got started in the area, and flagged several current sites that are 

-
-

and development history. At-
tendees learned about homes 

remaining brownstones and 

that came with expanding 
public transportation, and 
some of interesting period 

-
ing that it boasts two different 
types of brownstones—Ro-

-
sance style. 

After the meeting, attend-
ees had refreshments and got 

-

A

February Annual Member Meeting. After 
-

ciation, she came to a board meeting and 
signed on.

Alex is no stranger to community and volunteer activities. 

hippotherapy, a therapeutic treatment that encourages disabled 

plunge and made the cross-country trip to our neighborhood. 
Alex and her cat have been very happy here since moving and 

involved in our neighborhood activities.
Please join us in welcoming Alex Bell!

BLOCK HISTORY LESSON

Welcome New Board Member Alexandra Bell

Annual Member Meeting Features Landmark West! Presentation

-

-

Special Landmark West! Offer



NEWS

T    pedestrian safety and approaches at the bus stops, along with new 

the schematic drawing above.

one of our readers.can enlighten us at to when and why this happened?
The Metropolitan Transit Authority generally perfers having bus stops 

Improvements will also be made so when passengers get off the bus, 
they will not step on mud or hard-trodden earth, but pavement. Further, 
the large buffer that separates the service road from the northbound 
drive will have the diagonal striping removed and replaced with a raised 
safety island with proper buffers.

The median strip, separately the northbound and southbound traffic, 

Riverside Drive Improvements
Parks Department and MTA plan West 104th St. intersection tweaks.

0’ 20’ 40’

N

Riverside Drive South

New ADA Ramp, Typ

LEGEND
Project area

 

Existing Tree

Proposed Tree

TransplantedTree

Existing Lawn

Asphalt Block Paving

Concrete Paving/Curbs

Schematic Plan - 103 St. Northbound & Southbound  

Existing 
Street Light Post

New Curb and Fence

New Asphalt 
Hex Paver

Existing Inlet 

New Bus Stop

8’ x 5  DOT
Alightng Area

New Path from 103rd to 
104th St. 6’ Wide, Typ 

Path widens to accommodate
DOT 8’ x 5’ Min Alighting Area

New Steel Faced 
Conc. Curb

Asphalt Block - New

Asphalt Paving

TR

Bus Boarding  Area
8’ wide Typ.

New ADA Ramp

New Belgian Block Curb

Riverside Drive North

New Steel Faced 
Conc. Curb

Asphalt - New

RIVERSIDE DRIVE BUS STOPS | 
6
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A Remembrance by Miriam Duhan

therapist, learned that I was planning 
a late-life change of career to occu-
pational therapy, she invited me to 

-
tional therapists who got together to 

Great Expectations, she 

-
-

ously.

at Alfred University and after teaching art in elementary schools 

-

Tree Guard Painting, New Plantings Beautify Block
-

should see results by the end of May.

Ave. and Riverside Drive are being stripped, primed, and painted. 

early in the year and all trees were inspected and deemed healthy. 
-

of Urban Explorations to create variety. The committee is test-

Traffic Problems Flagged
Many of our residents have expressed safety concerns to the 

present a safety hazard to pedestrians and other vehicles.

Neighborhood Crime Update

identify theft is on the rise and the precinct is still plagued with 

your mail at the local post office rather than mailboxes. It was 

The precinct also announced that the current Commander, 

interim, Deputy Inspector Michael Falcon, former commander 

Gwyneth Hotaling, 1942-2017

by Mary Koval, West 104th Street Block Association President



BLOOMINGDALE AGING IN PLACE (BaiP) 

Bloominplace.org

BAiP is an intergenerational volunteer 
network of neighbors working to help older 
residents to continue living at home safely 
and comfortably. BAiP sponsors social and 
cultural activities, provides educational tools, 
and a helping hand for those in need through 
its Neighbor-to-Neighbor (N2N) program. 
The latter takes the form of providing help 
going places, running errands, light 
shopping, accompaniment at home or 
outdoors, and information. If you want to 
contact N2N for this kind of assistance, or to 
talk about volunteering, e-mail: 
N2N@bloominplace.org, or call: 
212.842.8831 to leave a message with your 
contact information. Either way, a BAiP 
member will respond promptly.
Computer Consultant/PC Doctor

Computers repaired, maintained, viruses 
removed, junk mail controlled. Advice to 
repair or buy. I do Windows! Contact Greg 
Williams, block resident at 212.749.2398, 
917.771.2929, or prosolutions@stny.rr.com,
Mathematics Tutoring 
Former Bronx HS of Science teacher SAT, 
SHSAT, GRE, LSAT logic games 
Henry 212-666-0396

QuickBooks Consultant/Professional 

Organizer

Accounting, business and personal finances, 
home and file organization. Contact Ellen 
Curtis at 212.749.2398, 607.829.5631, or 
EC4QBooks@aol.com.
Pet sitting

Experienced, responsible, caring pet sitter. I 
take care of your pets like they are my own!  
Dogs, cats, small animals, birds, reptiles, 
fish. Very reasonable rates. Call Tova at 
212-662-5143 or email tgetoff@gmail.com.
Writer/Editor

Professional writer & Faulkner finalist 
available for critiques, editing & as a writing 
tutor. Contact Pat at: 212-615-6927

Your Neighborhood Service Publicized 
FREE!
Publicize your neighborhood service (babysitting, 
dog walking, apartment cleaning, etc.) free in the 
newsletter and on our web site for one year, 
renewable. To submit an ad mail/deliver this 
information to Jon Smith, 320 RSD or send to 
104thstreetba@gmail.com
For our records: Your name and mailing address
For publication: Your name, contact method 
(phone  or email address), description of your 
service

Call for Safe Escort 
Home With Block 

Guard

Security Guard Phone Number:

347-723-1517

If you’re ever coming home 
at night and you’d like to 
have an escort, please don’t 
hesitate to call Osbourne 
Thomas, our security guard. 
He has a special phone for 
these times, and he will 
come to meet you either on 
West End Avenue or 
Riverside Drive and walk 
with you to your home.

The block association board 

meets once a month. 

We enjoy having residents 

attend  the meetings.

Please let us know if you would 

like to attend one and we will 

send you an invitation.

104thstreetba@gmail.com

Children’s Book Drive: Sponsored by Assemblymember Daniel 

O’Donnell

The West 104th Street Block Association would like to support Assemblymember Daniel 
O’Donnell in his annual Children’s Book Drive.

Please bring your gently used, or new books for children ages 5–18 years to Mary Koval, 
895 West End Ave, Apt. 6D, OR directly to Daniel O’Donnell’s office at 245 W. 104th Street 
between WEA and Broadway.

Books will be accepted from now until March 3 and will be donated to the NYC Public 
Schools.

BLOOMINGDALE AGING IN PLACE 
(BaiP) Bloominplace.org
BAiP is an intergenerational volunteer

older residents to continue living at home 

social and cultural activities, provides 
educational tools, and a helping hand for 
those in need through its Neighbor-to-
Neighbor (N2N) program.

going places, running errands, light
shopping, accompaniment at home or
outdoors, and information. If you want to

N2N@bloominplace.org

member will respond promptly.

COMPUTER CONSULTANT/PC DOCTOR
Computers repaired, maintained, viruses

-

or prosolutions@stny.rr.com, 

MATHEMATICS TUTORING

QUICKBOOKS CONSULTANT/
PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER 
Accounting, business and personal 

EC4QBooks@aol.com.

PET SITTING 
Experienced, responsible, caring pet sitter. 

tgetoff@gmail.com.

WRITER/EDITOR

-

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD SERVICE 
PUBLICIZED FREE!

on our web site for one year, renewable. 
-

to 104thstreetba@gmail.com

For our records:
mailing address
For publication:

description of your service.

(Suggested amt: $40/quarter or $160/year)

A. Bell: 304 W. 104th PH.


